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The Canadian Cancer Society 
established the Cancer 
Survivorship Research 
Network in 2020 just as the 

world was transforming to 
working virtually and cancelling 
in-person meetings. The network 
was designed to optimize the 
impact of research funded to 

improve cancer survivorship 
outcomes. The network brings 
together key stakeholders who 
play a role in implementing 
interventions including funded 

researchers, clinicians, 
patients and policy makers.

Initially a two-day symposium 
bringing together a small 

number of representatives from 
each of the funded teams was 
planned for the end of year 1. 
With the declaration of the 
global pandemic and subsequent 

adoption of virtual platforms, a 
major pivot was required that 
included a series of different 
types of touchpoints.

Methods Results

Webinars

• Average attendance 50
• High degree of satisfaction
• awareness of projects

• Potential collaboration &
synergy identified

Needs Assessment 
for workshop

• Topics identified
Stakeholder engagement
Sustainability

• Preferred format
Two half-days, week apart
Plenaries and breakout
sessions

Lessons learned:
1) Interactive formats delivered virtually can be conducive to increased 
collaboration
2) Engaging influencers and end-users before making content and 

format decisions is critical when using virtual formats
3) Needs assessments are critical to driving relevance, engagement
and value of virtual workshops

Virtual Workshop

94% satisfaction with content
99% satisfaction with format

94% indicated increased knowledge
97% indicated intent to use 
knowledge

The workshop was very informative, good 

mix of concepts, frameworks, 
and stories."

-Researcher

“This has been an incredible opportunity 

to learn, understand/learn from others, 

and think about how to better 

participate and contribute!”

- Patient/caregiver partner

Network activities

• Webinar series with 7 funded 
teams presenting on their 

project and KT plan

• Needs assessment to identify 
topics of interest for network 
activities, network value 

expectations, input into format 
and structure of a virtual 
workshop

• Year-end virtual workshop

Evaluation KPI's

• Post webinar Survey
• Satisfaction

• Awareness of projects
• Potential for collaboration

• Post workshop Survey
• Satisfaction

• Knowledge
• Intent to use knowledge
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