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Addressing COVID-19 Vaccine 
concerns AmoNg people who are 
incarCeratEd Study (ADVANCE)

An Integrated Knowledge Translation project co-
developing peer-to-peer education strategies that 
promote COVID-19 vaccine confidence in British 
Columbia’s Provincial Correctional Centres (PCCs) 
with people who are incarcerated (PWAI). 

Methods
This study is of emergent design, and relies on participatory approaches to inform how to 
proceed based on engagement in preceding activities. 

Anticipated outcomes
We anticipate that the knowledge developed 
throughout engagement activities will serve to 
inform approaches to support and improve 
health literacy, health outcomes, healthcare 
quality and confidence among PWAI beyond 
COVID-19 vaccination. 

The ADVANCE Study will co-create:
• Co-designed and evaluated educational 

resources
• Best practice guidelines regarding IKT and 

participatory research with PWAI, specific to 
co-developing health interventions with PWAI.

Conclusion
Cumulatively, this IKT study aims to catalyze and 
inform culture change in BC PCCs by forging 
pathways toward trusting, respectful and 
reciprocal relationships that empower PWAI’s 
healthcare decision-making. 
This work will improve clarity about IKT at the 
intersections of healthcare and carceral systems.
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Trust has been identified as integral to vaccine 
confidence. Distrust is prevalent among PWAI given 
restrictions to self-determination. The ADVANCE 
Study aims to foster trusting relationships with 
people in BC PCCs to co-develop “real life 
solutions to complex problems”4. 

Phase 1 focus group themes:

Variables Pearson’s Chi²

Learning through 
talking

Gender 0.018

Indigeneity 0.002

Learning through 
audio-visual

Indigeneity 0.032

Learning online
Level of 

education
0.038

PWAI feel obligated 
to comply with 
mandates

“he had no other choice. 
He was getting the shot 
so he could get his 
freedom.”

Us vs Them 
narratives propel 
distrust

“[it’s] never in our best 
interests for the 
government to do 
something for us”

Peer support could
help

“they will open so much 
more with a peer”

Rationale
People who experience criminalization are more 
likely to acquire COVID-19, be hospitalized for it, 
and die from it. Vaccinations have been proven
to significantly mitigate adverse outcomes. 
However, vaccine acceptance among people who 
are criminalized is sub-optimal.
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Accordingly, the project is relationship-
focused, and decision-making is informed by 
our principles of engagement: 

Results
We are currently undertaking Phase 3.

Phase 2 survey statistically significant 
relationships:
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