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There are increasing
expectations for researchers and
knowledge users in the health
system to use a research
partnership approach, such as
integrated knowledge translation
(IKT) [11].   

The purpose of this scoping
review was to map and
characterize the evidence
related to using an IKT or
other research partnership
approach from the
perspective of health
research trainees in thesis
and/or postdoctoral work

The majority of studies (n=43)
described collaboration with
knowledge users in the research
question development (n=42),
recruitment and data collection (n=51)
stages of the research process.

How have IKT or other research partnership
approaches been applied in thesis and/or
postdoctoral health research? 

 Describe IKT strategies or tools
Identify barriers and facilitators to IKT
Identify reported outcomes of IKT
approach
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Findings highlight that more
formal training efforts may be
needed to support skill
development for research
trainees involved in
partnership research.

Findings build on previous IKT
work highlighting the need for
organizational resources and
policies to support research
partnership approaches. 

This scoping review of 74 papers describes how health
research trainees have used an IKT or other research
partnership approach in their research.

Findings illustrate the importance of having specific
knowledge and skills to engage in research partnerships,
interpersonal influences of supervisors and knowledge
users, and institutional support for a different way of
working in graduate and postdoctoral studies.

Capability

We also identified studies that
evaluated their IKT approach
and reported impacts on
partnership formation, such as
valuing different perspectives
and enhanced relevance of
research. Twenty studies did not
report IKT outcomes.

IAP2 Spectrum

Inform InvolveConsult

Collaborate

Empower

Opportunity

Motivation

Knowledge in
IKT
Interpersonal
skills

Existing
Partnership 
Insider vs.
Outsider status
Power Dynamics

Competing
Priorities
Co-creating
goals

It is unclear how health research trainees
engage in research partnership approaches
[10].
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We expect these findings can be used to inform IKT
training efforts including trainee guideline
development and academic-health system research
supports.


